Picrotoxin inhibits the effect of ethanol on the spontaneous efflux of [3H]-dopamine from superfused slices of rat corpus striatum.
The presence of ethanol, 100 microM, in the superfusate enhanced the spontaneous release of previously uptaken [3H]-dopamine from slices of rat corpus striatum, but produced a small inhibition of K+-stimulated release. The concomitant presence of picrotoxin, 10 microM, in the superfusate prevented the enhancement of spontaneous release of [3H]-dopamine by ethanol with equivocal effects on K+-stimulated release. When present in the superfusate alone picrotoxin had no effect on [3H]-dopamine release.